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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
LEBANON

NATIONAL REPORT ON  THE INDEPENDENCE AND IMPARTIALITY 

OF THE LEBANESE JUDICIARY
1. Background 

The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) regroups more than 80 human rights organizations and individuals based in 30 countries in the Euro-Mediterranean region, and aims at promoting networking, cooperation and development of partnerships between human rights NGOs, activists and wider Civil Society in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

The EMHRN’s Working Group on Justice, composed of 13 organization members and several resource organizations and persons, is implementing a project related to the independence and impartiality of the judiciaries in the Euro-Mediterranean region. In a first phase, the project focuses on four countries: Morocco, Jordan, Lebanon, and Tunisia. In each of these countries, the EMHRN organised a two-day seminar to assess and discuss the main problems affecting the independence and impartiality of the judiciary as well as the challenges to come and the reforms which have been, or still need to be, undertaken in order to strengthen the independence of the judiciary.
 In this context, a seminar was organized by EMHRN in Beirut on 10-11 March 2007. In the prolongation of these seminars, individual reports related to the independence and impartiality of the judiciary system in Morocco, Jordan and Tunisia, written by local consultants, were recently published.
 
A national report related to Lebanon is yet to be drafted. 
2. Purpose of this call 
EMHRN is hereby seeking proposals in order to recruit an external consultant to draft the report on Thee Independence and Impartiality of the Lebanese Judiciary. The Terms of Reference of this report are attached as Annex 1.  
3. Eligibility 

Applicants should ensure that they fully comply with the conditions and requirements of this call for application. Are eligible:
· Lebanese nationals (or persons residing in Lebanon) or non-governmental organizations only. 

· Private lawyers, NGO lawyers, jurists, or academics with a documented experience in the functioning of the Lebanese judiciary and good knowledge of the country’s judicial institutions as well as involvement in the field of human rights. Candidates should preferably have documented experience in report drafting.
· Candidates must be able to write in French or English. 
4. Financial provisions and timeframe 
The remuneration paid to the consultant will amount to 3.000 Euros. The first draft of the report is expected to be submitted within three months starting from the signature of a contract with the selected consultant (the report will be written in French or English and should include around 50 pages). 
5. Contact information 

Interested parties are invited carefully read the Terms of reference and other related documents and to submit their application letter along with a CV in English or French by e-mail to Mr. Fabrice Liébaut, Justice Project Coordinator, EMHRN Secretariat, at fli@euromedrights.net before Friday 30 May.
Annex 1 
National Report on the Independence and Impartiality of the Lebanese Judiciary
Terms of Reference 

1. Background information 
The Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) regroups more than 80 human rights organizations and individuals based in 30 countries in the Euro-Mediterranean region, and aims at promoting networking, cooperation and development of partnerships between human rights NGOs, activists and wider civil society in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

In order to work efficiently and substantively on issues related to judiciary reforms in the Euro-Mediterranean region, the EMHRN set up a Working Group on Justice, which includes thirteen organization members. One of the projects implemented by the EMHRN Justice Working Group addresses the thematic related to the independence and impartiality of the judiciary systems in the Euro-Mediterranean region, and as a first step, focuses on four countries: Morocco, Jordan, Lebanon, and Tunisia. In each of these countries, the EMHRN organised a two-day seminar to assess and discuss the main problems affecting the independence and impartiality of the judiciary as well as the challenges to come and the reforms which have been, or still need to be, undertaken in order to strengthen the independence of the judiciary. In this context, a seminar was organized by EMHRN in Beirut on 10 and 11 March 2007.  In the prolongation of these seminars, individual reports related to the independence and impartiality of the judiciary system in Morocco, Jordan and Tunisia were recently published.  The expert recruited will be entrusted with the responsibility to write a national report related to the independence and impartiality of the judiciary in Lebanon.  

2. Objectives of the report 

The main objective of the report will consist in being used as a helpful resource, not only for members of the Lebanese judiciary, but also for Lebanese civil society organizations wishing to engage actively in the process of promotion and strengthening of the judiciary’s independence. Therefore, this report is expected to trigger the debate on judicial issues at local level, more specifically with regards to the independence and impartiality of the judiciary. 
Based on the discussions and conclusions of the national seminar organized by EMHRN in Beirut on 10 and 11 March 2007, and on the national reports published by EMHRN on the independence and impartiality of the judiciary in Morocco, Jordan and Tunisia, the report will aim at: 
· describing the current state of the judiciary, in particular by identifying the main problems and challenges in terms of independence and impartiality while highlighting the consequences of these shortages on the human rights situation; 

· describing the current and upcoming Justice reform process and its potential impact on the independence and impartiality of the judiciary;

· providing detailed recommendations linked up with the reform process as well as with the objectives of the European Neighborhood Policy’s Plan of Action in the field of Justice. These recommendations will be directed towards the Lebanese authorities, the European Union and the Lebanese civil society.
This entails providing an insight into: 

· The international legal framework (conventions and treaties dealing with the independence of the judiciary and the right to fair trial and other provisions related to the judiciary ratified by Lebanon);

· The national legal framework (Constitutional provisions and laws relating to the judiciary and its independence);

· The structure of the Lebanese judiciary (regular, religious and exception court systems). 
· The status and limits of the independence of the judiciary with an analysis of the status of judges and prosecutors (financial and administrative independence, supervision and inspection of judges, appointment, transfer, disqualification and dismissal of judges, etc.). In this respect the High Judicial Council’s composition, competences and functioning will be analyzed.

· Judges’ right of association (extent and limits, current situation, past experiences, etc.)

· The immunity of lawyers under Lebanese legislation and practice

· The current status of judicial reform in Lebanon (recent or expected reforms of the judiciaries with their expected impact on the independence and impartiality of the judiciary);
3. Methodology 

The report will be drafted by one or several consultants commissioned by the EMHRN. In order to do so, the consultant will take into consideration the contents and conclusions of the seminar organized by EMHRN in Beirut on 10-11 March 2007 as well as other publications or studies that may have been published by other institutions or organizations on this topic .

Beyond his own knowledge of and contacts within the judiciary, the expert will consult as broadly as possible with actors of the judiciary and the main NGOs and experts working with this issue of Justice reform at the national level. More practically, the expert will contact and interview judges, lawyers and representatives of the judicial institutions in Lebanon. In addition, the expert will work in close collaboration with and under the supervision of the three Lebanese members of the EMHRN Justice Working Group: Solida, the Palestinian Human Rights Organization and Mr. Georges Assaf (individual member). 
The consultant will also take into consideration the format and outline of three national reports on the Moroccan, Jordanian and Tunisian judiciaries published by the EMHRN. 

The EMHRN Secretariat, represented by the coordinator of the Working Group on Justice, is responsible for the overall coordination of the project. This includes in particular the task of ensuring sufficient and efficient communication between the expert and the Working Group members. The EMHRN Secretariat will be responsible for translating, distributing and uploading the report. 

The report will be written in French or English and then translated in French or English as well as Arabic. It will be regionally diffused on the EMHRN’s website as well as by e-mail. NGOs and especially the Lebanese members of the Justice Working Group at EMHRN will ensure the distribution of the report at the local level. 
4. Responsibilities and acknowledgments 

The consultant is to start his work immediately after the signature of his contract, and must submit a first draft of the report within three months. 
The name of the paper’s author will be acknowledged in the report. 

The consultancy fees for this report will amount to 3.000 Euros. 

5. Format and language 
The report must comply with the format of the other national reports on the independence and impartiality of the judiciary in Morocco, Jordan and Tunisia.   The report can be written either in English or in French and must comprise around 50 pages. 
6. Qualifications required for the expert 

The expert or the organization writing the report must be Lebanese. This includes private lawyers, jurists or academics. It can also be NGOs focused on legal issues and which would confer to their staff the responsibility to draft the report. The expert must have an advanced degree in Law, and must have a documented experience in the functioning of Justice and with judiciary institutions in Lebanon. Experience in report drafting is preferred.  

7. Timeframe 
The timeframe for the report is indicated in the table below. 

	PERIOD
	TASKS

	First two weeks
	Submission of the report (general) outline for EMHRN’s agreement 

	End Month 3
	Submission first draft of the report

	Month 4
	Consultation with the Working Group of Justice 
(getting feedback and comments from the members) as well as with other selected experts/organizations.  Inserting additional information and changes. Approbation of final draft by the EHMRN

	Month 5 and 6
	Translation, proof-reading and lay-out of the report in three languages (French, English and Arabic). 


� The minutes of the seminars held in Lebanon, Morocco, Jordan  and Tunisia are available on the EMHRN website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.euromedrights.net/pages/408" ��http://www.euromedrights.net/pages/408� 


� Applicants are invited to consult the reports on the independence and impartiality of the judiciary in Morocco, Jordan and Tunisia, which are available on the EMHRN website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.euromedrights.net/pages/360/page/language/1" ��http://www.euromedrights.net/pages/360/page/language/1�     
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